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the young lady please stop for a moment for we want to have a
word with you?"
The concubine and the young man stopped and when the two
pursuers caught up with them, each laid his hand on one, saying,
"Come along with us, you two!"
The concubine was astonished. The men were her neighbors, one
of them being Chu San who had given her shelter for the night.
She said, "I told you last night where I was going. Why are you
pursuing me?" Chu San said, "There has been a murder in your
house; you have to come back with us." "I don't believe you," the
concubine said. "I left my husband home last night safe and
sound. I must go on to my parents. I cannot come with you." "It is
not for you to say whether you'll come or not," Chu San said, and
thereupon began to shout for help.
When the young man saw the gravity of the situation he said
to Erh Chieh, "You had better go with them since things are as
they say. I'll go on myself." "But you can't go," the two neighbors
cried, "for since you are found in company with her you will have
to explain yourself." "Why can't I?" the young man said. "I have
only chanced to meet her on the road; it is not as if we had met
by design. The road is a free thoroughfare."
But it was useless for Erh Chieh and the young man to explain
themselves. By this time they were surrounded by spectators and
they all said that the young man could not go away, especially
since:
He that has done nothing unlawful during the day
Need have no fear of knocks at his door at night.
"If you don't come with us willingly," the two pursuers said,
"it means that you have a guilty conscience and we shall have to
force you."
There was nothing for the young man and Erh Chieh to do but
go with the two neighbors. When the four of them arrived at Liu
Kuei's house there was a curious crowd at tie door. Erh Chieh
went inside and there found Liu Kuei lying dead on the ground